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CLAYTON F RITCHEY 

Psychiatric Trial of 1 Hawk 1 Would Hold Perils 


Before the Defense Depart- 
ment permits the Navy to go 
forward with its psychiatric 
trial of Lt. Cmdr. Lawrence 
C. Baldauf, 33, of California, 
it had better give some quick 
thought as to what kind of a 
precedent it is setting and 
what the possible conse- 
quences may be. 

Cmdr. Baldauf, a Navy pilot 
stationed in Japan, is in 
trouble because he has been 
calling for an all-out war and 
a clear-cut victory in Vietnam. 
He thinks the Johnson policy 
is “a farce, a charade,” and is 
causing combat pilots to quit 
in droves. 

In Tokyo a naval spokesman 
confirms a report that a medi- 
cal board has been convened 
to look into Baldauf’s mental 
condition. Before it goes 
further, the question the 
Pentagon needs to ask itself is 
this: Is it prepared to convene 
another board to examine 
Maj. Gen. Barry Goldwater 
(Air Force ’ Reserve) for 
having made similar, but 
more extreme statements? 

The commander’s criticisms 
of the conduct of the war are 


mild compared to the former 
senator’s, who has said time 
and again, “We are not trying 
to win the war.” He has called 
for unrestricted bombing, and 
even talked of invading North 
t Vietnam, whether the Chinese 
like it or not. Gen. Goldwater 
is now on temporary active 
duty with the Air Force. 

If these are disturbing 
symptoms, what is the De- 
fense Department’s reaction 
to still more extravagant 
criticism and solutions ad- 
vance by two former Air 
Force chief of staff, Gen. 
Curtis Le May and Gen. 
Nathan .Twining. 

Gen. Le May wants to end 
the war by “bombing them 
back into the Stone Age . . . 
until every work of man is 
destroyed.” And he would use 
nuclear weapons “if the 
situation demanded them.” 
Let the medical board put that 
in its pipe and smoke it. 

Gen. Twining doesn’t believe 
in limited war or in non-nu- 
clear war. He is for a “win” 
strategy; not even preventive 
war is ruled out. “In the old 
days, war was war . . . and 


Americans did what was 
necessary to win.” 

If a medical board finds 
against Baldauf, what would 
one say about Rep, Craig 
Hosmer (R-Calif.), who pro- 
poses to win the war by ex- 
ploiting “Oriental supersti- 
tions.” The ace of spades, for 
instance, is a deadly omen in 
North Vietnam, so Hosmer 
would air drop millions of 
plastic cards on the country. 
Owl hoots presage death in the 
family, so build owl hooters 
and drop them, too. It is 
terrible luck to see a woman 
when leaving home in the 
morning, so drop tons of 
plastic models of women 
during the night. All this, 
Hosmer says, will destroy the 
enemy’s morale. 

This program, however, is 
topped by a plan to orbit a 
space mirror which could light 
up South Vietnam at night and 
thus hamper guerrilla activi- 
ties now protected by the 
dark. Five companies have 
$490,000 in contracts for 
preliminary work on the 
project. The astronomers are 


alarmed. And other scientists, 
reports. 

The Communists, not to be 
outdone, also have some novel 
ideas. 

According to the Manila 
Examiner, Red China plans to 
send many millions of 
unarmed teen-aged Red 
Guards into South Vietnam to 
swarm all over the country 
and simply overwhelm it by 
their hordes. 

To come back to the United 
States, Cmdr. Baldauf will be 
glad to hear that the DAR not 
only joins him in criticizing 
the President, but demands a 
blockade, plus sanctions 
against Russia, plus repeal of 
the nuclear test ban treaty. 

In fairness to the Navy, it 
may feel it is obliged to call in 
the doctors to assess the state 
of mind of officers who talk 
like Baldauf, but just the same 
it had better remember that 
one of these days the adminis- 
tration, hard pressed by the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, may end 
up embracing the young 
commander’s strategy for 
victory. What then? 
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